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BACKGROUND
The Hive engaged with young people across Aotearoa for six weeks in
October and November 2021. We used interactive Instagram content as our
primary engagement channel, because it’s a safe, relevant and engaging
space for young people.

Our aim was to host a two-way conversation between young people and
decision-makers about the emissions reduction plan that:

1. Translated the Ministry for the Environment's emissions reduction plan
discussion document and questions into Instagram content that felt safe,
engaging and relevant for young people to kōrero with.

2. Weave together everything we heard from young people and hand it back to
decision-makers, in a way that is relevant to decision-makers, and
mana-enhancing for young people.

We focused on nine themes that our young co-designers, The Hivers, had
identified as most relevant to young people in Aotearoa: transport, waste, home,
energy, kai, rangatahi Māori, mahi, behaviour change, and principles.

This mahi was a collaboration between the team at Ministry for the Environment,
the Hivers (15 young co-designers from across Aotearoa), The Hive’s Instagram
community of 1100+ young people, and social change agency Curative, who
co-founded the Hive in 2019 with the Ministry for Youth Development.
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FOUR RECURRING THEMES

1. Young people have significantly less choice than adults about the
climate crises they’re set to inherit.

The homes young people live in, the food they eat, the energy they use, the
transport they have access to, are often decided for them, rather than by them.
And those making the decisions are adults who will inherit significantly less of the
climate load than them.

Young people told us again and again, their climate anxiety isn’t caused by climate
change, it’s caused by watching adults have all the choice, yet choose to do
nothing.

The emissions reduction plan needs to give young people decision-making
power that’s proportionate to the future they’re inheriting.

“Lower the voting age! Youth will be the most affected by climate
change, so more young people deserve to have a say and vote for
more climate action.”

2. Young people want less talk, and more action.

Many young people told us that government climate-change engagement no
longer felt meaningful to them. To many young people it now felt more like a delay
tactic, to avoid actually implementing the changes the government already knew
they should be implementing.

The time for talk is over. Young people want emissions reduction action, not
emissions reduction plans.

“We’ll know the emissions reduction plan is working when young
people no longer need to protest en masse on the streets, begging
those in power to protect us and our futures.”
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3. Right now in Aotearoa it’s much easier for young people to choose
high-emissions than zero-emissions.

Young people told us they wanted to see the government use both the carrot and
the stick - creating more friction for high-emissions choices through bans,
restrictions and taxes while also creating less friction for low-emissions choices
through better infrastructure, legislation, and subsidies.

The emissions reduction plan needs to create both friction for
high-emissions choices, and remove friction for low-emissions choices.

“Make it easy, make it free, just like landfilling is right now!”

4. Young people want solutions designed for communities, not
individuals.

Whether it’s our waste systems, our transport options, or the homes we live in,
young people don’t want individual changes for individual citizens. They want
intelligent and innovative solutions designed for their WHOLE communities, and
systemic change that puts pressure on the powerful.

The emissions reduction plan needs to be designed for collectives, not
individuals.

“Individual lifestyle changes might help. But if the big guys aren’t
pulling their weight then we likely won’t get anywhere.”
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TRANSPORT
4

Instagram Stories
187

Poll Responses
104

Written Responses
615

Total Reach

We knew from The Hive’s previous engagement with the Climate Change
Commission that transport is a really relevant topic for young people, so
we spent significant time engaging on this one. Our engagement content
focused on three topics:

1.  The benefits and challenges of shifting from fossil-fuelled to low-emissions
transport.
2. Whether young people supported the 20% reduction in fossil-fuelled transport.
3. Young people’s thoughts on increasing usage of electric vehicles and banning
fossil-fuelled vehicles.

Young people from across Aotearoa responded to our questions, including
Tāmaki, Ōtepoti, Kaikoura, Ōamaru, South Auckland, Wellington, Nelson, Kāpiti.
They told us their primary mode of transport was either a bus, car, bike, or
walking.

Government Engagement Question: The Climate Change Commission has
recommended setting a time limit on light vehicles with internal combustion
engines entering, being manufactured, or assembled in Aotearoa as early as 2030.
Do you support this change, and if so, when and how do you think it should take
effect?

81% of young people told us they support a ban on new fossil fuel cars,
and half of the young people who responded told us they would want to see
that ban take effect by 2025.

50%
Ban between

Now - 2025

33%
Ban between
2026 - 2030

17%
Ban between

2031 - 2050
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While young people told us they support the ban, fossil-fuelled cars are still a
mode of transport for 62% of them. Young people told us electric cars feel
unaffordable to many of them right now, though some said they were already
saving for one, or hoping their next car purchase would be electric. Others
mentioned the lack of charging stations as a concern, particularly in rural areas
where longer car trips are required.

“Right now electric vehicles are overpriced, overhyped, and would
not suit the needs of my rural family.”

Young people told us a ban on fossil-fuelled cars would have mostly positive
effects on them, their whānau, and their community, but only if electric vehicles
were accessible and affordable to ALL. Young people were clear - without
affordable alternatives, including farm and wheelchair-accessible vehicles, this
ban would not be equitable.

“Would create di�culties being on a farm but as long as there were
alternatives it’d be ok!”

Government Engagement Question: Do you support the target to make 30% of the
light vehicle fleet zero-emissions vehicles by 2035, and the associated actions?

91% of young people who engaged told us they would absolutely drive an
electric car in the future, for both the long-term environmental and
financial benefits.

Many young people talked about the long-term benefits of electric vehicles, not
just to the environment, but also to their wallets. While young people told us
electric vehicles might feel unaffordable today, they expect rising petrol prices
will make EVs cheaper in the long run.

“No tailpipe emissions and it’s so much cheaper in the long run. I’m
not sure I would buy one yet as public transport works for me, but if I
really need a car then I would defs go for an EV!”
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Government Engagement Question: Do you support the target to reduce vehicle
kilometres travelled by cars and light vehicles by 20 per cent by 2035 through
providing better travel options, particularly in our largest cities, and associated
actions?

92% of young people said heck yes to switching 20 percent of their
travel miles to a low-emissions alternative. They told us they’d switch to:

31%
Run / Walk

19%
Scooter / E-Scooter

19%
Bike / E-Bike

13%
Electric Car

6%
Skateboard

6%
Electric Bus

6%
Horse

52% said it would be a super easy switch for them to make, while 48% said it
would be kinda challenging. Any young people outside of a main centre told us
they’d find this a challenging switch to make, due to the lack of rangatahi-friendly
transport options available to them right now.

To make this 20% reduction young people told us they need safe,
sharable and subsidised private electric options, and the infrastructure
to support it - safe footpaths and cycleways between communities, secure
locking stations, financial incentives for ALL kinds of electric vehicles, not
just cars, and education like cycling lessons.

“More safe bike paths, e.g., from community to community so we can
Ebike and more subsidies so we can afford them!”

While public transport is the primary mode of transport for many urban young
people, they felt like it had been designed for the needs of grown-up commuters,
with young people left as an afterthought.

Urban young people told us they want electric public transport systems that feel
just as frictionless and freedom-giving as private fossil-fuelled cars do right now.
And the only way to make that happen is by designing these systems around
young people’s needs - their rush hours, their timetables, their destinations, their
budgets.
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“More public transport! Even just once a day trip plus return so I can
go to town in the day and come back at night.”

For most young people the biggest downside of a shift to low-emissions transport
wasn’t the extra financial cost, it was the extra time and planning that it would
require. Here are the top three downsides young people identified:

#1
More Time - 31%

#2
More Planning - 28%

#3
More Money - 20%

For the majority of young people we heard from, the biggest beneficiaries of the
shift would be their own health, and the health of the planet. Here are the top
three upsides young people identified:

#1
Health - 36%

#2
Climate - 28%

#3
Money Saved - 18%

Despite it not being an easy switch for all, 100% of young people said that shift
should happen now, or in their words - asap, NOW, yesterday.

Government Engagement Question: Are there any other views you wish to share in
relation to transport?

Young people living in urban centres told us their electric transport
dream would be less private transport, and better public transport. They
told us they were dreaming of accessible electric trains and light rail, or in
their words LIGHT RAIL NOW!

Young people living in rural communities told us they want access to the kinds of
infrastructure only urban young people have access to right now, plus private
electric vehicles that better meet their needs.

Many of the things rural young people dream of are similar to urban ones - electric
trains and buses everywhere, more safe cycle paths, but designed to meet their
unique needs.  Rural young people also talked about needing the right
replacements for utes and other farm cars - things like cyber trucks and hydrogen
fuel-cell powered utes.
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“I want the only cars in cities to be for people who need them for
access needs and deliveries”

Many young people told us that right now cheap fossil-fuelled cars are their only
source of freedom and control. They told us the bulk of transport infrastructure -
from motorways right down to their student car parks - is designed to make
driving a cheap fossil-fuelled car a frictionless experience in Aotearoa.

That might be their current reality, but more roads and carparks are not their
dream. Young people told us they dream of an Aotearoa where it’s frictionless to
give up their private car and bus, train, walk or cycle instead.

They want to see the government doing the hard mahi - re prioritising
streets, building high speed train networks, creating walkable communities,
massively scaling up charging infrastructure - so that young people can
choose low-emissions transport as effortlessly as they drive a
fossil-fueled car today.

Young people told us practical measures like infrastructure and subsidies won’t
be enough though - they believe a cultural shift that normalises low-emissions
travel is just as important. Young people talked about how in their communities
even simple things like a 20-min walk to school, or riding a bike instead of driving
a car, is currently seen as weird and outside the norm. They want to see that
cultural shift start at school, with education that normalises low-emissions travel,
and schools that prioritise walking, cycling and public transport over private cars.

“Our car culture starts young in Aotearoa, at a school level. That’s
where the change needs to start, because if you start out cycling to
school, it’s more attractive to keep cycling as you grow up. Our
schools need to be building less student car parks, no more!”
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WASTE
1

Instagram Story
165

Poll Responses
21

Written Responses
158

Total Reach

We focused our waste engagement on the two topics our young co-designers
had identified as most relevant to young people - whether they would
support separating recyclable waste, whether they would support a ban
on food waste in landfills, and what the impacts of these two changes
would be on them, their whānau, and communities.

Government Engagement Question: Would you support a more standardised
approach to collection systems for households and businesses, which prioritises
separating recyclables such as fibre (paper and cardboard) and food and garden
waste?

While 100% of young people supported a separated waste approach,
and said putting paper and food waste in seperate bins would be easy
peasy, 30% of them still have to put food waste into landfills right now, and
34% told us they still throw away a lot of organic waste.

While landfills are still the easiest and most accessible waste option for many
young people, they told us they want a waste future that looks really different.

Young people told us they wanted the government to design waste systems that
make recycling accessible and affordable for all kinds of whānau, flats, and
communities, not just quarter acre home owners.

They told us they want systems that make it easy for everyone to do the right thing
- renters, apartment dwellers, flats - particularly those who currently have very
little choice about how and when they dispose of waste.
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“Make it easy, make it free, just like landfilling is right now!”

Government Engagement Question: Would you support a proposal to ban the
disposal of food, green and paper waste at landfills for all households and
businesses by 1 January 2030, if there were alternative ways to recycle this waste
instead?

Young people told us they were overwhelmingly in support of banning food
waste in landfills, with 93% saying hell yes to a ban like that and 72%
telling us they’d want to see a ban like that kick in ASAP.

We asked young people what would make it easier for them, their whānau, and
local food businesses to put less food waste into landfills. They told us it can’t just
be about changing behaviour at the rubbish bin, we also have to nudge behaviour
when people buy and use food as well, and frame it as a way to save the climate
AND money.

Young people told us they want community-focused solutions like community
compost hubs, rather than individual property solutions, so that everyone has
access to cheap and easy ways to compost.

“If we don’t choose to do what we can now, our mokopuna will be left
with no choice!”
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HOME
1

Instagram Story
216

Poll Responses
8

Written Responses
140

Total Reach

Home was a challenging one to translate for young people, and an equally
challenging one for them to engage on. We suspect this is because young
people have very little control about what home they live in and how energy
e�cient it is, with those decisions being left to parents, wider whānau
and landlords.

However we also knew from previous mahi with The Hive’s Instagram community
that a young person’s home has a huge impact on other parts of their life,
including their mental and physical health, and with 23% of respondents telling us
they still live in a cold damp whare, this is a topic that’s deeply relevant to young
people.

Government Engagement Question: How could the Government best support
people, communities and businesses to reduce demand for fossil fuels in buildings?

36% of young people told us they still use fossil fuels like wood, gas or coal
to heat their homes, 34% use them to cook their food, and 32% use them to
heat their water. 97% of young people said money would be a big barrier
to making their home zero-emissions right now, and they talked about the
importance of transition funding and subsidies that support them and their
whānau as they move to low-emissions sources of energy.

Government Engagement Question: The Commission recommended the
Government improve the energy e�ciency of buildings by introducing mandatory
participation in energy performance programmes for existing commercial and
public buildings. What are your views on this?
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100% of young people we heard from told us they’d want to know the
energy e�ciency of their home. While not part of the original engagement
question, young people told us an energy performance rating would be a
really useful tool when looking for flats or rental properties, and a good way
to hold landlords accountable for the energy e�ciency of their properties.

Government Engagement Question: How can the Government further support
households (particularly low-income households) to reduce their emissions
footprint?

We asked young people to describe their dream low-emissions home, in order to
understand what future support they’d be needing as they transition through
living at home, flatting, renting, and possibly home ownership.

Young people told us their needs aren’t just about the four walls of a home,
but also the community it sits within. Young people want the government
to be building low-emissions communities, rather than just thinking about
low-emissions homes from an individualistic Western perspective.

Sure, they want homes that are well-insulated, have energy-e�cient heating and
cooling, and are powered by solar, but that’s just a small part of how young people
define their dream low-emissions home.

For young people we heard from, a low-emissions home also has rainwater tanks,
space to grow kai, good access to public transport and public green spaces, and is
within 15 minutes bike or walk to work, shops, cafes and bars.

“My dream is a well-insulated home with energy e�cient heating and
cooling, rainwater tanks, and garden space for food and native
plants.”
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ENERGY
1

Instagram Story
71

Poll Responses
20

Written Responses
120

Total Reach

We focused our energy kōero with young people on how ambitious they
want Aotearoa’s energy transition to be, and what benefits and challenges
they would experience as a result of that transition.

Government Engagement Question: What level of ambition would you like to see
Government adopt, as we consider the Commission’s proposal for a renewable
energy target?

97% of young people who engaged told us they would feel awesome
about Aotearoa breaking up with coal, and 93% would be stoked about
Aotearoa breaking up with gas. They want to see Aotearoa’s energy grid go
100% renewable by NOW at the earliest, 2035 at the very latest.

“It may change my mind about being hesitant to have kids if we were
to switch to 100% renewable.”

Government Engagement Question: In your view, what are the key priorities,
challenges and opportunities that an energy strategy must address to enable a
successful and equitable transition of the energy system?

The young people we engaged with told us it’s important we prioritise a
reliable transition of our energy system, both in terms of energy supply
and cost.
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That doesn’t mean young people necessarily see our current energy grid as
reliable however. Some young people also told us they see an energy grid that
relies on fossil fuels as a less reliable option, as both fossil fuel sources and
pricing become less predictable in the future.

“No one’s sure how much more gas is left in the NZ gas fields, so it’ll
create more reliability.”

Young people told us that transitioning Aotearoa’s energy system to 100%
renewable would give them more peace, clean air, and more bills, but in a good
way. They told us it would also give them less anxiety, less pollution and damage to
the environment, and less money, but again, in a good way.

On the whole young people are in support of this change, and see both tangible
and intangible benefits to it. Some young people told us they expect this will be a
costly shift for Aotearoa to make, but others told us having more energy bills and
less money would be better than the bigger climate cost of an energy system
reliant on fossil fuels.

“This is an emergency and we chose not to act earlier.”
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KAI
1

Instagram Stories
86

Poll Responses
78

Written Responses
93

Total Reach

Based on conversations with young people, we knew that agriculture was a really
polarising topic, particularly for rangatahi living in our rural communities. It can
also be a technical topic for young people to engage on, so we chose to shift our
focus away from the technicalities of agriculture, to something far more concrete
and easy to engage in - the kai young people eat.

56% of young people who engaged with The Hive live in kai-producing
communities, but 100% of young people we heard from would like to see
farming go climate-friendly and 100% would want their kai to be 100%
climate-friendly.

We asked young people what kind of rules they’d want farmers to stick to, in order
to be considered climate friendly. They told us carbon neutrality, zero food waste,
herd limits, free range, and keeping out of rivers were all important to them.
Others told us this shouldn’t be the responsibility of individual farmers, it should
be the government's responsibility to keep agriculture at zero emissions.

We also asked young people who live in kai-producing communities what help
their communities would need as they transition to low-emissions. They talked
about knowledge, access, affordability, technological innovation and
understanding as being important ingredients of a just transition for their
communities.
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Young people also told us this transition shouldn’t just be the remit of
one government department. Agriculture is a complex slice of Aotearoa
that shapes young people’s communities, livelihoods, ecosystems and diets.

For that reason young people told us they wanted to see a cross-government
tautoko for both a just transition, and staunch rules that must be followed.

Young people who engaged with us aren’t huge consumers of animal products,
with 40% of them telling us they never eat meat, and 21% of them telling us they
never eat dairy. The majority told us they only consume animal products on a
weekly basis.

But young people made it clear that not all of their food choices are made for
individual reasons - they don’t always get a say in what they eat, and their food
choices can be shaped not just by ethics, but by health and culture as well.

“I, and probably a lot of people who live with their parents don’t get
much say in what they eat, particularly for meals.”

85% of young people we heard from told us they’re planning to eat less
animal products in the future, and would be particularly ok saying goodbye
to red meat, fish, and dairy.

Young people told us they’d be happy to just occasionally eat less climate-friendly
treats- meat pies, seafood, cheese, ice cream and chocolate and imported
produce like bananas  - especially if they had been ethically sourced. Some young
people also suggested that we should be saying hello to new foods rather than
focusing on saying goodbye to old ones.
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“Why do we need to say goodbye to certain foods? Innovative
thinking should lead to more options, not less.”

We also asked young people how the government could make it easier
for them to choose climate-friendly kai. They told us they wanted labelling
and education that help them make quick and easy choices, plus financial
incentives that make climate-friendly diets affordable for consumers and
financially viable for producers.

Some young people also told us the very best way for Aotearoa to be eating a
climate-friendly diet was to hand the power and resources that our agricultural
industry currently hold, back to Māori. There was a feeling that mātauranga Māori
approaches to land use, and growing, gathering and distribution of food would set
us up for a just transition of our agricultural industry far better than our existing
one.

“Devolve power and put resources into Māori and those who hold
mātauranga Māori.”
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RANGATAHI MĀORI
2

Instagram Stories
61

Poll Responses
10

Written Responses
194

Total Reach

This was a really important kōrero for The Hive, and we did everything we
could to make it welcoming for anyone in our community who identified as
rangatahi Māori. We focused on two key themes: what rangatahi Māori
would want a Māori-led climate transition to look like, and whether they
supported a Māori emissions profile.

Government Engagement Question: What actions should a Māori-led transition
strategy prioritise? What impact do you think these actions will have for Māori
generally or for our emission reduction targets? What impact will these actions have
for you?

Rangatahi Māori told us that a Māori-led transition that only focused on
actions wouldn’t be a Māori-led transition at all. We heard that a true
Māori-led approach would start with a shift to Te Ao Māori values and ways of
life, and any actions that didn’t emerge from that shift would feel more like
Pākehā tokenism.

Rangatahi Māori we spoke to felt like current climate legislation and action is
predominantly shaped by individualistic, competitive, Pākehā values, more
focused on the YOU than the US. They told us those values have been in the
driver's seat for long enough, and haven’t resulted in meaningful climate action or
change.

Young people told us that the government needs to widen their focus beyond just
a few tokenistic Māori-led actions, and ensure Aotearoa’s climate transition is
both Māori-centred and led. It needs to look more like the collaborative and
connected ways of doing things rangatahi Māori already see every day in their

THE HIVE  |  EMISSIONS REDUCTION PLAN REPORT



marae, hapū, iwi and whānau, and less like the individualistic siloed ways of doing
things they see in government and business.

“Māori wisdom and knowledge can’t just be something we crowbar
into our climate crisis. You’ve left it so late, and now you show up
hoping to extract what you want from our community, while leaving
us out to dry...again.”

Rangatahi Māori told us a transition like this would prioritise reconnecting people
with their land again, rather than Western bureaucratic priorities like power and
governance. It would be an intersectional approach, built on the understanding
that there’s no one ‘Māori’ approach to leadership, no silver bullet that Māori can
bring to the table to solve a climate crisis they never even started in the first
place.

When we asked rangatahi Māori what challenges their whānau, iwi or hapū
might face as Aotearoa transitions to low-emissions, they spoke about how
exposed their communities are from decades of colonisation and
urbanisation. Life feels hard already, and they were afraid this shift could
take away the few options they do have to sustain their whãnau and
communities.

“My marae used to have its own gardens and an awa that could be
fished off, they were self-sustaining, but now we have to sustain our
whanau with farming and driving logging trucks. If all the existing
bills and plans and treaties haven’t solved these deeper challenges,
how can you guarantee this one is going to make life better, rather
than worse?”

Rangatahi Māori told us they want to play an active role in helping their
communities navigate ALL the parts of their lives that will be impacted by climate
change - health, economics, justice. They don’t want to necessarily be the ones
out front, telling people what to do.

They see themselves supporting, listening, and activating the mana of others in
their communities, becoming one of the many pou on their marae to keep their
people strong and thriving.
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“There’s so much power, strength and resilience within the Māori
community. The amount of stuff we’ve gone through, and will go
through, there’s a lot to learn from that.”

Rangatahi Māori told us the biggest sources of emissions in their whānau, iwi,
hapū or community were agriculture and transport. They’d like to see transport
transition to low-emissions first, because that will have the biggest net positive
impact on their community. They told us they’d like to see their communities have
more choices as a result of these transitions, not less, and have the government
invest in infrastructure that makes that happen - public transport and cycling
infrastructure for example, not just more roads.

Government Engagement Question: What information would your Māori collective,
community or business like to capture in an emissions profile? Could this
information support emissions reductions at a whanau level?

While rangatahi Māori told us that knowing the climate impact of their iwi or
community could be useful to them, they were concerned that it could
perpetuate the Western myth that climate change is an individual
problem that can be solved by individual action.

They were keen to know more about how their whānau and community can
collectively decrease their climate impact, and would love to have new ways to
bring home the message of climate change to members of their whānau or
community who might be less aware of the climate crisis, or less sure about what
action they can take.

But some Rangatahi Māori expressed concern that tracking alone would just feel
like greenwashing, if it wasn’t complemented with true systematic changes that
make it easier to do the right thing, rather than the wrong thing. There was a fear
that an emissions profile would only increase the climate shame and climate
struggles their whanau and communities already feel, disempowering them,
rather than empowering them to lower their climate emissions.

“You’ll just make me feel like I’m the reason the planet is f*cked, but
can’t do anything to change it. It’ll create a huge amount of shame, and
delay the action that needs to be taken at a systemic level.”
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MAHI
1

Instagram Story
134

Poll Responses
1

Written Responses
107

Total Reach

This was a tough one for young people to engage with, possibly due to many
in our community being younger and still at the very start of their work
journey. And yet this part of the emissions reduction plan has the potential
to create a lot of uncertainty and disruption for young people. So we choose
to focus our engagement on the two aspects most relevant to young people -
what resources, tools and information might young people need to
choose a climate-resilient job, and what support would they want if
their mahi was displaced?

Government Engagement Question: What additional resources, tools and
information are needed to support community transition planning?

97% of young people who engaged with us told us they want a
zero-emissions job, and they believe finding one starts with better career
education at school and university.

While the majority of young people we heard from want a zero-emissions job, they
also have very little understanding of what those jobs look like right now. Young
people told us that careers education about which jobs are climate-resilient is a
good start, but it can’t stop there.

THE HIVE  |  EMISSIONS REDUCTION PLAN REPORT



“It would be good to have an understanding about which jobs are
going to be sustainable for us in the future too, so we can earn an
income as well as helping our environment.”

Young people talked about the importance of comprehensive and
intersectional climate education, which sets them up with the knowledge
they need to build their own zero-emissions future, not just in their jobs but
in EVERY part of their lives.

Young people are acutely aware they’ll be navigating their waka through
increasingly unpredictable waters, and they want to be equipped with knowledge
and wisdom that helps them build a life that’s as good for them and their
communities as it is for the planet. While work is a big part of this, it’s not the only
part, and young people want climate education that sees them as a whole person,
not just a worker.

“Comprehensive and intersectional climate education is super
important. A lot of rangatahi shy away from this korero because they
don’t think they know enough.”

Government Engagement Question: How can Government further support workers
at threat of displacement to develop new skills and find good jobs with minimal
disruption?

Young people told us the solution to job displacement starts at the very
beginning - with job postings and careers information that helps them avoid
climate-uncertain jobs before they’ve even trained or applied.

They’d want to know the environmental pros and cons of that particular work
before they’ve even applied or trained for it, so they can make informed choices.
When we asked young people what they would want if their current job was at risk,
they talked about fair pay and clarity for all workers, and an informed choice about
what they do next. If their current job was no longer needed due to
climate-related shifts in their industry, 42% of young people told us they’d want a
totally new job, while 58% told us they’d want a similar job to the one they have
now.
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PRINCIPLES
1

Instagram Story
66

Poll Responses
38

Written Responses
110

Total Reach

We focused our engagement on two themes - which emissions reduction
plan principles were important to young people and why, and what their
definition of those principles would be.

Government Engagement Question: Do you agree that the emissions reduction plan
should be guided by a set of principles? If so, are the five principles set out above,
the correct ones? Please explain why or why not.

Young people told us there were two emissions reduction plan principles
particularly important to them - they want a transition that’s fair,
equitable and inclusive, that upholds Te Tiriti.

33%
Fair,

Equitable &
Inclusive

33%
Upholds
Te Tiriti

17%
Clear,

Ambitious and
Affordable

11%
Evidence

Based

6%
Good for

nature and
humans

In fact many young people told us that if the emissions reduction plan truly upheld
Te Tiriti, all the other principles would be addressed.

We asked young people what a fair and equitable transition would look
like to them, and there were two recurring themes - a fair and equitable
transition for young people looks like:

1. Affordable, accessible public transport.
2. Thriving, biodiverse, accessible nature.
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For young people a fair and equitable transition isn’t more consultation or
legislation, it’s concrete actions that result in things like thriving native bush full
of biodiversity, community vegetable gardens, rail connections between cities in
Aotearoa, and pedestrian-friendly cities. And when we asked young people who
they would want this transition to be most accessible to they talked about
rangatahi, students, tangata whenua, Pasifika communities, climate refugees,
and our most climate-vulnerable neighbours in the Pacific.

Young people also want this to be a transition that favours health over wealth.
88% of young people we spoke to told us they’d want the emissions reduction plan
to make their village healthier, while only 12% said they’d rather it make their
village wealthier.

We also asked young people whether they believed the emissions
reduction plan was clear, affordable, and ambitious enough. 62% of
young people who responded told us it wasn’t affordable, 75% told us it
wasn’t clear, and a massive 83%told us it wasn’t ambitious.

“Most young people have no idea submissions are even happening
and don’t have the time, education level, and mental space to do a
submission! As a neurodivergent rangatahi it’s REALLY di�cult to
take and make the time and space to engage with the ERP discussion
doc as much as I want to. It’s definitely not clear enough.”

When we asked young people how they’ll know the emissions reduction
plan is working for them, this is what they told us:

1. Net emissions will be down.
2. It’ll be easier to make zero-emissions choices.
3. Local streams will be swimmable.
4. Transport will be more accessible to all.
5. Young people will no longer need to protest.
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“We’ll know the emissions reduction plan is working when young
people no longer need to protest en masse on the streets, begging
those in power to protect us and our futures, especially those most
vulnerable.”

Young people also told us they want ALL of Te Tiriti o Waitangi to be
upheld, in every decision the government makes in regards to the emissions
reduction plan.

Young people told us they wanted to see Tikanga Māori woven into government
decision-making, and for Aotearoa to prioritise  kaitiakitanga of mother nature
first, knowing that if mother nature is cared for, so will humans.

They also made it clear that many of our biggest sources of climate emissions  -
extraction of fossil fuels, agriculture, industry - occur on stolen land, and that
perhaps now more than any time returning whenua back to its rightful owners is
vital.

“Māori never ceded sovereignty so it’s our whenua.”
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BEHAVIOUR CHANGE
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We asked young people whose behaviour they believed needed to change,
and why, in order to get Aotearoa to net-zero emissions. We also asked them
what was fair to expect of young people, and what wasn’t. Young people were
clear in their responses - they don’t support an individualistic approach
to climate change, and saw concepts like individual carbon footprints
as products of greenwashing, rather than useful tools for behaviour
change.

Young people told us that behaviour change needed to start at the top, with those
who hold the most power, not the least. The biggest corporate emitters and the
local and central government systems that allow their climate emissions to
continue should be the primary focus of behaviour change action, because they
hold the greatest power to create change.

“Individual lifestyle changes might help. But if the big guys aren’t
pulling their weight then we likely won’t get anywhere.”

Young people told us they want to see the biggest behaviour changes expected
from the companies that currently emit the most - companies like Fonterra, Air
New Zealand and Mobil.

Young people viewed them as ones with the most power to change, the most
potential impact on climate emissions, and yet the least likely to actually do
anything. Many young people believe that without government intervention these
companies would continue to do what they’re already doing - put their profits
ahead of the planet and people.

“Stop supporting politics that protect rich people’s riches at the cost
of protecting our planet.”
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When we asked young people how they’d like to see this behaviour change
measured, they told us they want to see environmental accounting made
mandatory, so that companies are forced to be transparent about their true
environmental impact, and  held accountable for it.

They also talked about wanting to see the government’s climate progress
measured in accessible language, concrete metrics, and most importantly
ACTION.

“Measure it through actual ACTION! Like I want our lives to change for
the better!”

Young people told us the best actions we can expect them to do are
political ones - lobbying, protesting, educating, and fighting for systems
change.

Some young people saw lowering the voting age as a vital climate change
legislative change. The decisions politicians are making today will impact young
people’s futures far more than anyone over the age of 18, so young people believe
they should be able to have their say on those decisions and vote for the
politicians who will give them a future worth fighting for.

“Lower the voting age! Youth will be the most affected by climate
change, so more young people deserve to have a say and vote for
more climate action.”

Young people told us they shouldn’t be expected to shoulder the entire climate
crisis alone, or be left to deal with the aftermath of decades of weak climate
legislation. They want to see the government shift more pressure onto the
shoulders of older generations, who young people view as the biggest current
contributors, and beneficiaries, of climate inaction. Young people are ready to
take action, but they don’t want to do it alone, and they don’t want to be expected
to both inherit the full load of the climate crisis, and have all the answers to it.

“The PM called climate change her generation’s ‘nuclear free
moment’ yet the government's plans do not even do enough to meet
our Paris commitments.”
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Hive engaged with young people across Aotearoa on the emissions reduction
plan in October and November 2021, on behalf of the Ministry for the Environment.
This was done via 49 interactive Instagram posts, stories and ads, that had a total
reach of 91,128, were interacted with 16,554 times, and received 1,419 written and
poll submissions from young people aged 13 - 24.

As well as specific submissions on the nine topics young people had told us
matter most to them - transport, waste, home, energy, kai, rangatahi Māori, mahi,
behaviour change, and principles - there were also four recurring themes across
all kōrero:
1. Young people want more choice about the climate crises they’re set to inherit.
2. Young people want less talk, and more action.
3. It’s still  easier for young people to choose high-emissions than low-emissions.
4. Young people want solutions designed for communities, not individuals.

Transport: 81% of young people told us they support a ban on new fossil fuel cars,
and the majority want to see that ban take effect by 2025. While young people told
us electric vehicles feel unaffordable today, 91% said they would drive an electric
car in the future and they expect rising petrol prices will make them cheaper in
the long run. 92% of young people were in favour of switching 20% of their travel
to a low-emissions alternative, and said that shift should happen today.

Waste: Young people unanimously supported a separated waste approach, and
were overwhelmingly in support of banning food waste in landfills. Young people
told us they wanted the government to design waste systems that make recycling
accessible and affordable for all kinds of whānau, flats, and communities, not just
quarter acre home owners.

Home: 97% of young people said money would be a big barrier to making their
home zero-emissions right now, and they talked about the importance of
transition funding and subsidies that support them and their whānau.Young
people unanimously supported knowing the energy performance of their home,
wanted the government to focus on building low-emissions communities, rather
than just thinking about low-emissions homes from an individualistic Western
perspective.

Energy: Young people support an ambitious energy transition, and want to see
Aotearoa’s energy grid 100% renewable by 2035 at the very latest.
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They told us this energy transition must prioritise reliability, both in terms of
energy supply and cost. However young people also told us they see an energy
grid that relies on fossil fuels as a less reliable option, as both fossil fuel sources
and pricing become less predictable in the future.

Kai: More than half the submissions on this topic were from young people who
live in kai-producing communities. Young people were unanimously in support of
farming, and their kai, becoming climate-friendly. They told us they wanted
labelling and education that helps them make quick and easy choices, plus
financial incentives that make climate-friendly diets affordable for consumers
and financially viable for producers.

Rangatahi Māori: Rangatahi Māori told us that a true Māori-led approach would
start with a shift to Te Ao Māori values and ways of life, and any actions that didn’t
emerge from that shift would feel more like Pākehā tokenism. And while rangatahi
Māori told us that knowing the climate impact of their iwi or community could be
useful to them, they were concerned that it could perpetuate the Western myth
that climate change is an individual problem that can be solved by individual
action.

Mahi: 97% of young people who engaged with us told us they want a
zero-emissions job, and they believe finding one starts with better career
education at school and university. Young people talked about the importance of
comprehensive and intersectional climate education, which sets them up with
the knowledge they need to build their own zero-emissions future, not just in their
jobs but in EVERY part of their lives.

Principles: Young people told us there were two emissions reduction plan
principles particularly important to them - they want a transition that’s fair,
equitable and inclusive, that upholds Te Tiriti. 62% of young people who
responded told us the emissions reduction plan wasn’t affordable enough, 75%
told us it wasn’t clear enough, and 83%told us it wasn’t ambitious enough.

Behaviour Change: Young people told us that climate behaviour change needed
to shift from individuals to Aotearoa’s biggest corporate emitters and the local
and central government systems that allow their climate emissions to continue.
They told us they want to see this corporate behaviour change measured through
mandatory environmental accounting and the government’s climate progress
measured in accessible language, concrete metrics, and most importantly
ACTION.
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METHODOLOGY

This engagement followed The Hive’s five-step youth engagement process. Every
step is designed to support a genuine two-way conversation between young
people and government.

Step One: Translate
We worked with our young co-designers, the Hivers, to identify the themes and
topics within the emissions reduction plan most relevant to young people, then
translated relevant parts of the discussion document and engagement questions
into safe, relevant, youth-centric Instagram content. Our goal was always to
connect the dots between young people and the emissions reduction plan, and
signal that this was a climate kōrero for ALL rangatahi, not just those involved in
climate activism.

Step Two: Listen
Every piece of The Hive’s engagement content was another invitation for young
people to engage on the emissions reduction plan. All of it was created and
shared from The Hive’s Instagram account.

All 13 Instagram Stories focused on a specific theme, and included
context-setting information, open questions, and interactive polls. They were
designed to give young people the information they needed to engage from an
informed place, while questions and polls were designed to be as non-leading and
neutral as possible, so young people felt this was a conversation for them,
regardless of their thoughts, feelings and experiences of climate change.

All 13 Instagram Feed Posts focused on setting the context for what the emissions
reduction plan was and why it was relevant to young people.

All 23 Instagram ads focused on either setting the context about what the
emissions reduction plan was and why it was relevant, or had a single question
focused on a specific topic that invited young people to give their answers in the
comments section.

See all engagement content here.
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Step Three: Weave
In a series of online synthesis sessions, we worked with our young co-designers,
the Hivers, to weave together all of the 1,419 written and poll submissions we had
received from young people. All of these submissions were captured and shared
anonymously, in order to protect the privacy of every young person who
submitted.

Instagram Story Results and Content

Instagram Feed Post Results and Content

Instagram Ad Results and Content

A full record of all questions and responses

Step Four: Amplify
We translated the results of our online synthesis sessions into this report, and
sought feedback from our young co-designers, the Hivers, to ensure that it was
an accurate and youthful reflection of what we had heard from young people.

Step Five: Respond
In this, the final and most important phase, we invite decision-makers working on
the emissions reduction plan to close the loop with young people, sharing what
they have heard from young people in this report, and what commitments they’ll
be making to young people in response.

Definitions

Reach: We use Instagram’s definition of reach here - the number of unique users
that saw your Instagram post or story on any given day.

Interaction: We use Instagram’s definition of interaction here -  any link click, like,
save, share, comment, follow, poll click or question answered.

Submission: We defined a submission as any time a user answered one of our
engagement questions, either by voting on an Instagram poll, answering an open
question in an Instagram story, or answering a question in the comments section
of an Instagram feed post.
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